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THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
BENGALURU:

President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday hailed
NIMHANS for its inte-
grated medicine services
as she considered it as a
model for all.

According to her, the
application of Yoga and
Ayurveda in the promo-
tion of mental health and
well being is worth emu-
lating. “The integrative
medicine services of
NIMHANS (National Inst-
itute of Mental Health
and Neurosciences) has
been a model for all to
examine the applications
of Yoga and Ayurveda in
the promotion of mental
health and well being,
and in that treatment of
psychiatric and neuro-

logical disorders,”
Murmu said during the
Golden Jubilee celebra-
tions of the Institute

here.

On the occasion, she
inaugurated the
Psychiatry Specialty
Block, Central

Laboratory Complex and

Bhima Hostel at
NIMHANS. The President
also dedicated state-of-
the-art diagnostic facili-
ties — the advanced 3T
MRI Scanner and DSA
System to the nation.
She said different
kinds of meditations are
also useful in countering

negative mental forces,
and added that they are
being integrated in the
Mental health care mod-
els. She underlined the
importance of using tra-
ditional approaches that
are beneficial for all.

Murmu said, “Our
scriptures tell us that
the mind is at the root of
everything we perceive in
the world.” She under-
lined that greater focus
on mental health promo-
tions will become even
more important in the
years ahead.

In the past, issues and
concern of mental health
had not received enough
attention in some soci-
eties, the President said,
adding that in recent

times, awareness about
m Contd on Pg-2...

Art 370 sowed seeds of separatism
in Kashmir; Modi Government ended
terror in J&K: Amit Shah
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THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
NEW DELHI:

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday
said Article 370 sowed the seeds of separatism in
the minds of the youth of Kashmir and the
Narendra Modi government not only ended terror-
ism in the valley but also the ecosystem of terror-
ism. Shah said Article 370 and Article 35A, both of
which were abrogated on August 5, 2019, were the
key hurdles in the way of full integration of
Kashmir into India.

Referring to Kashmir’s relations with the rest of
India, the home minister said India is the

Normalcy not fully restored in J&K
yet says CM OmarAbduIIah

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
SRINAGAR:

Normalcy has not been
fully restored in Jammu
and Kashmir yet as terror
attacks continue to take
place but the process for
establishing peace is
underway, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said on
Friday.

Abdullah’s remarks
came a day after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah

said Article 370 had
sowed the seeds of sepa-
ratism in the minds of
Kashmir’s youth and that
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment not only ended
terrorism in the valley but
also the terror ecosystem.

“l do not want to say
anything on that (Shah’s
statement). (But), today
also, reports come from
some places when
attacks take place.
Normalcy has not been

Will make Jammu AIIMS beacon of hope,
trust & excellence in healthcare: CEQ

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

Asserting that All India Institute of Medical Sciences,
Jammu has reached significant milestones in medical
education, research, and clinical care, Prof (Dr) Shakti
Kumar Gupta, ED and CEO of AIIMS Jammu here on
Thursday said that efforts will continue to make the
institution a beacon of hope, trust, and excellence in
the sector of healthcare. As we bid farewell to an event-
ful year 2024, and welcome the New Year, we

u Contd on Pg-2...

fully restored in Jammu
and Kashmir even today.
It is a process and we will
have to see what happens
in the coming days,”
Abdullah told reporters.

The chief minister also
trashed rumours that
Jammu and Kashmir’s
name was being changed
to “Kashyap”.

“There is nothing like
that. Some media house
ran it but then corrected
it. No such proposal is
there and it anyways can-
not happen without the
consent of the Jammu
and Kashmir govern-
ment,” he added.

Asked about the gov-
ernment’s preparations in
view of the forecast of
snowfall, Abdullah said
the administration was
ready to deal with it. “We

will deal with it. We
u Contd on Pg-2...
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Dr Jitendra reviews Aspirational District’
parameters, calls for targeted interventions

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
KADAPA (ANDHRA PRADESH):

Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Science and Technology;
Earth Sciences and Minister of State for
PMO, Department of Atomic Energy,
Department of Space, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions Dr. Jitendra
Singh conducted a comprehensive
review of developmental initiatives in
Kadapa district during his visit as part of
the “Aspirational Districts Programme”
(ADP).

The review showcased remarkable
achievements in health, education, agri-
culture, infrastructure, and financial
inclusion, establishing YSR Kadapa as a
model district under the initiative
launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in 2018. Dr. Jitendra Singh, appre-
ciated the district’s exceptional progress
in improving socio-economic indicators.

The Minister emphasized the impor-
tance of targeted interventions and col-
laborative governance, which have been
pivotal in transforming YSR Kadapa into
one of the top-performing districts in

Andhra Pradesh. The district has
achieved a 100% rate of institutional
deliveries, surpassing both state and
national averages, and reduced Severe
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) among chil-
dren under six years to an impressive
0.6%. With full immunization coverage
now at 99% for children aged 9-11
months and 96% of pregnant women
receiving antenatal care in their first
trimester, YSR Kadapa has set bench-
marks in maternal and child health out-

comes. These accomplishments
u Contd on Pg-2...

Jammu Police registered 200 FIRs under NDPS Act in 2024

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

Jammu Police undertook extensive
operations throughout 2024, to
combat the growing menace of
drugs and to prevent narco-crimes

in the district.

As part of its anti-drug drive, the
spokesman on Sunday said that
police registered 200 cases under
Drugs

the Narcotic

and

Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act and arrested 300 individuals

involved in drug peddling.

As many as 83 vehicles involved
in these cases were also seized
during this period.

As many as 153 FIRs were regis-
tered in heroin recovery cases
alone and 246 individuals were
arrested.

Among those arrested, 19 hard-
core drug peddlers were booked

under the stringent PIT NDPS
u Contd on Pg-2...
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President Murmu...

mental health has been rising. She further said that
the unscientific belief and stigma associated with
mental illnesses are a matter of past, making it easier
for those suffering from various ailments to seek help.

“This has been a welcome development, especially
at this juncture, because a variety of mental health
issues are taking epidemic proportions around the
world. The COVID 19 pandemic in particular led to a
spike in such concerns,” Murmu pointed out.

According to the President, working professionals
face more stress, and a large number of the elderly
people suffer from loneliness due to social challenges.

“Women bearing the burden of domestic responsi-
bilities and care giving for the family are prone to a
range of mental illnesses that usually go unnoticed.
However, it is truly heartening to note that the rising
awareness has made it possible for patients to open
up and share their problems,” she said.

Stating that many organisations have started put-
ting mechanisms in place to respond to such issues,
Murmu lauded initiatives of NIMHANS like Tele-
MANAS (Tele Mental Health Assistance and
Networking Across States) which facilitates counsel-
ing anywhere at anytime.

She also appreciated the Institute’s SAMVAD plat-
form which addresses child and adults and mental
health problems. The President also stressed upon the
healthy marriage, saying it is the foundation of a
healthy society.

Expressing her happiness about the gender ratio at
NIMHANS, she highlighted that 79.7 per cent of the
undergraduate students and 61.4 per cent of post
graduate students are women.

“I believe that women can add a unique perspective
in mental health care, in care giving, as well as in
research,” she said.

Art 370 sowed...

only country in the world which is geo-cultural and
whose boundaries are formed by its culture. India can
be understood only from the Indian perspective and
not from the geo-political perspective, he said here
while releasing a book Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh: Through the Ages’.

From the Silk Route to Central Asia and from
Shankaracharya temple to Hemis monastery; and
from trade to spirituality, strong foundations of both
are present in and of Kashmir’s culture, he said.

Shah said Article 370 gave the false impression that
Kashmir’s integration with India was temporary.

“Many people often ask me what is the relation
between Article 370 and terrorism. They don’t know
that Article 370 sowed the seeds of separatism in the
minds of the youth of the valley.

“There are Muslim populations in many other parts
of the country. Why are those areas not affected by ter-
rorism?” he said.

The home minister said some people say Kashmir is
close to the border with Pakistan and hence, the prob-
lem came.

“But Gujarat is also close to the border with
Pakistan. Rajasthan is also close to the Pakistan bor-
der. Why terrorism has not grown there?” he asked.

Shah said Article 370 gave the false impression that
Kashmir’s integration with India is temporary and that
sowed the seeds of separatism which later turned into
terrorism.

Unfortunately, over 40,000 people lost their lives
due to terrorism in Kashmir, he said.

“The Modi government not only ended terrorism in
Kashmir but also the ecosystem of terrorism,” he said.

The home minister said Kashmir’s development was
delayed by decades and for years, there was bloodshed
in Kashmir and the country had to watch it in silence.

“After the abolition of Article 370, there has been 70
per cent reduction in incidents of terrorism in Kashmir
and it has proved that Article 370 fuelled the fire of ter-
rorism. In 2018, there were 2,100 incidents of stone
pelting in Kashmir but in 2024, not a single incident of
stone pelting took place,” he said.

Normalcy not...

are prepared, we have had several meetings and we
also have experience after the last snowfall. If there
were any lacunae last time, we will correct that this
time,” he said.

To a question about the electricity supply situation
in the valley, the chief minister said whatever could be
done was being done and the power situation this year
was better than the previous years.

“(Power) cuts are taking place but attempts are
being made to provide electricity to people according
to the schedule. When there is a problem in the sys-

tem, it is rectified at the earliest,” he said.

Dr Jitendra reviews...

are attributed to effective implementation of flagship
programs like POSHAN Abhiyaan and Ayushman
Bharat, complemented by a robust local health infra-
structure.

In education, the district has reported a 100% rate
of functional drinking water, electricity, and toilet facil-
ities in schools. It also ensures that all students
receive textbooks within one month of the academic
year’s commencement. Transition rates from primary
to secondary levels stand at an impressive 98%, while
female literacy has risen to 72.3%. The initiatives
under the PM SHRI scheme, aimed at creating state-
of-the-art learning environments, have further
strengthened educational outcomes, fostering holistic
development among students.

Agriculture in YSR Kadapa has seen a significant
boost with the adoption of modern practices and tech-
nology. Micro-irrigation now covers 65.17% of the net
sown area, a leap from 41.59% in 2018, while 6,950
soil health cards distributed this year have empowered
farmers with essential knowledge for optimizing yields.
Artificial insemination and animal vaccination pro-
grams have further enhanced productivity in allied
sectors. Under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme, ?126 crores have been dis-
bursed to 2,10,481 farmers, underscoring the govern-
ment’s commitment to supporting rural livelihoods.

The district has made remarkable progress in infra-
structure development. Nearly 95% of households now
have access to tap water under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
ensuring safe drinking water for over 2.7 lakh families.
Housing projects under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) have provided pucca homes to over
96,000 families across rural and urban areas, with
investments exceeding ?1,159 crores. Additionally,
YSR Kadapa has achieved 100% connectivity through
all-weather roads, improving accessibility for remote
communities and enabling better economic opportuni-
ties.

Financial inclusion efforts have empowered resi-
dents with 2.59 lakh Jan Dhan accounts opened and
94.7% linked to Aadhaar. Mudra loans worth ?825
crores have fueled the entrepreneurial spirit of small
business owners, while skill development programs
under the PM Kaushal Vikas Yojana have certified over
17,500 youth, enhancing their employability and con-
tributing to the district’s economic growth.

During his visit, Dr. Jitendra Singh acknowledged
the district’s success as a testament to the effective-
ness of the Aspirational Districts Programme. He high-
lighted how the convergence of government schemes,
real-time data monitoring, and community participa-
tion has created a sustainable model for development.

Dr. Jitendra Singh has directed the district adminis-
tration to organize workshops aimed at raising aware-
ness about the benefits of various Central Government
schemes. Emphasizing the need for effective outreach,
the Minister highlighted the importance of educating
the public, especially in rural and remote areas, about
the opportunities and resources available under these
schemes. The workshops will serve as a platform to
bridge the gap between policy formulation and grass-
roots implementation, ensuring that the intended ben-
eficiaries can avail themselves of the schemes efficient-
ly and seamlessly.

The Minister emphasized the need to focus on flag-
ship schemes such as PM Suryaghar, PM Kisan, and
PM Vishwakarma, which aim to empower various sec-
tions of society. He stressed the importance of active
involvement from public representatives to ensure
greater public participation and effective implementa-
tion of these schemes. Highlighting the pivotal role of
collaboration, the Minister urged all stakeholders to
work together to maximize the benefits for the intend-
ed beneficiaries.

Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasized the need to replicate
the best practices from YSR Kadapa across other aspi-
rational districts in India to ensure balanced develop-
ment nationwide. He assured the district of continued
support from the central government to sustain its
upward trajectory. The district’s transformative jour-
ney, driven by a blend of policy innovation and grass-
roots implementation, serves as an inspiration for
other regions, aligning with the nation’s mission of
achieving holistic and inclusive growth.

Will make Jammu...

reflect with immense pride and gratitude at the
incredible progress AIIMS Jammu has made, the CEO
said in a statement.

Continuing the journey of excellence in infrastruc-
ture, AIIMS Jammu launched its patient care services
including OPD, Inpatient, Emergency, Trauma, and
OT in August 2024 in a phased manner, he said.

Dr Gupta said that looking ahead, 2025 holds

immense promise for AIIMS Jammu, adding, “Our
vision includes operationalising 750 beds, achieving
complete healthcare digitalization, and expanding our
patient care services to manage 2,500 daily OPD
cases. With continued collaboration, we will set new
standards of excellence, facilitating healthcare trans-
formation in the region and beyond.”

“We aspire to establish a Centre of Excellence in
Precision Medicine with Next-Generation Sequencing
(NGS) technology, serving as a referral hub for
Northern India,” he said and added that AIIMS Jammu
is also enhancing the residential complex with
thoughtful additions such as a cycle track, soft music,
and a créche.

“As we continue our journey toward becoming a
‘Global Village,” AIIMS Jammu is poised to welcome
international students and establish a Counseling and
Study Centre. We also plan to invite nationally and
internationally renowned guest faculty to enrich our
patient care, academic, and research arenas. Our
upcoming Centres of Excellence including
Telemedicine, Nursing, Cancer Care, and Hospital
Administration will position us as a leader in health-
care and education,” he said.

He added that AIIMS Jammu is indebted to the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir various stakeholders, well-
wishers, and State and Central Administrative author-
ities for their trust and unwavering support.

Sharing achievements of 2024, he said that since
launching OPD services on August 1, 2024, success-
fully catered to over 87,497 outpatient cases, includ-
ing 65,993 new patients and 21,504 follow-ups,
achieving an outstanding 99.61 percent patient satis-
faction rate.

In Inpatient and Emergency care, AIIMS Jammu has
already managed 679 patients in 100 operational
beds, and we are set to expand to 250 beds within a
month and 750 beds within six months, he said
adding that the Trauma and Emergency Department
has efficiently managed 3,135 cases, with 289 ICU
admissions and 54 dialysis sessions performed to
date.

“Surgical services have also shown remarkable
progress at initiation, with 281 successful surgeries
performed across multiple specialties since the launch
of OT services on September 17, 2024,” he added.

The state-of-the-art diagnostics at AIIMS Jammu,
including 3 Tesla MRI, 128-slice CT, and advanced
screening technologies, have supported over 3,409
USG scans, 554 MRI scans, 896 CT scans, and 5,926
X-rays, ensuring that our patients receive timely and
accurate diagnoses, said the CEO.

“In 2025, we aim to further enhance innovation and
collaborative research in actual patient care settings to
set new benchmarks in healthcare excellence,” said Dr
Gupta.

He also extended gratitude to the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi for visionary leadership in sanctioning
and commissioning AIIMS Jammu, Jagat Prakash
Nadda, Union Health Minister, Lieutenant Governor of
UT of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha for the con-
stant motivation and unwavering encouragement.

Jammu Police...

Act, reflecting the department's zero-tolerance
approach toward habitual offenders, a Spokesman
said.

The Spokesman added that in a remarkable move to
dismantle the economic foundations of drug traffick-
ing, the Jammu Police attached 11 immovable proper-
ties (residential/ commercial), worth
Rs.4,69,91,369/- and three Movable Properties
(Vehicles), worth Rs 12,50,000/- in the district under
the NDPS Act seized during 2024.

The confiscation of these illegally acquired assets
represents a critical step in disrupting the financial
networks of drug syndicates.

Four drug hotspots were demolished during 2024
and Jammu Police is working seriously on all fronts to
demolish the remaining drug hotspots with the active
support of civil administration and the General Public,
he said.

The spokesman stated that police also recovered
contraband and psychotropic substances including
43.854 Kgs of heroin valued at several hundred crores
in the black market and this recovery underscores the
magnitude of the narcotics trade in the region and the
police's relentless efforts to intercept and eradicate the
supply chain.

"Recognizing the importance of public awareness in
the fight against drug abuse, the Jammu Police con-
ducted 19 Drug awareness programs, 52 PCPG meet-
ings, 47 Thana Diwas and 62 Debates across the dis-
trict in 2024," he said adding that these initiatives
aimed to educate the public, especially the youth,
about the dangers of drug abuse and to promote a
drug-free society.
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Dr. Narinder Singh holds public

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

Dr. Narinder Singh, MLA RS Pura-
Jammu South & BJP National
Secretary, held a public darbar at
J&K BJP headquarters, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu.

Deputations poured in increasing
numbers to share their issues with
the senior leader of party and
requested for the quick disposal of
the issues.

Among other issues, a deputation
from Gangyal requested for the con-
struction of the Central drain. 2 dep-
utations from Nanak Nagar, and
Patel Nagar requested for repair of
lane & drain. A deputation requested
for the creation of a Wrestling Coach
at Bana Singh Stadium, RS Pura. A
deputation of Karan Bagh apprised
the senior leader of the disrupted
water supply for the last 3 days. A
deputation requested for the removal
of illegal occupation at Old Satwari.
A deputation from Jallochak
requested for the Land
Compensation.

While listening to the grievances of
the people, the BJP National
Secretary Dr. Narinder Singh reiter-
ated the party’s commitment to the
welfare of the people. He said that
the BJP works with the sole motto of
ensuring the welfare of the people
who were left neglected and in the
last division of the marginalized sec-
tions. He said that the Modi govern-
ment has chalked out all its public

darbar at BJP headquarters

welfare policies to provide relief to
those needy people, forming the
basis of its ever-growing popularity
among the masses.

While speaking on the public dar-
bar, he shared that many issues pre-
sented by the people were sorted out
on the spot and oral and written
communications were made with the
concerned departments for the rest
issues.

Any ground level worker can rise to
the top post in B]P Abhl]eet ]asrotla

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

Abhijeet Singh Jasrotia,
Spokesperson, J&K BJP addressed a
meeting of Basohli Mandal as the
Returning Officer (RO) of BJP Pahari
Zila in the party’s ‘Sangathan Parv’.

Meeting witnessed the threadbare
discussions on the preparations
regarding the elections at the
Mandal level under the Sangathan
Parv in Basholi for Mandal
Representative.

MLA Darshan Thakur, District
Vice President (ARO) Sumesh Spolia,
District General Secretary (ARO)
Sohan Lal Gupta, District Public
Secretary Rajeshwar Singh and
other senior leaders of the party were
also present in the meeting.

Abhijeet Singh Jasrotia, while
reviewing the preparations regarding
Sangathan Parv said that after the

g
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Membership Drive wunder the
Sangathan Parv of the party, the
party leaders now have a new task to
elect new office bearers for the party.

BJP is not like other political par-
ties run by a single family.

BJP is a truly democratic party,
where any ground-level worker can

-

rise to the top post with sheer dedi-
cation and hard work.

He asked the senior leaders of the
party to make the election process
fair and work to elect the right per-
son for the right task, who can fur-
ther increase and strengthen the
party base.

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
KISHTWAR:

To ensure transparency and accu-
racy in the preparation of the
Panchayat Electoral Roll 2025,
Electoral Registration Officer Idrees
Lone convened a crucial meeting,
here today.

The meeting focused on reviewing
and addressing claims and objec-
tions regarding the draft Panchayat
electoral rolls 2025 for Kishtwar,
Palmar and Trigam Blocks.

The ERO stressed the importance
of maintaining inclusivity and preci-
sion in the electoral roll preparation
process.

He urged the officials to strictly
adhere to the guidelines prescribed
by the Election Commission of India
and ensure the timely resolution of
all claims and objections.

The Panchayat Electoral Booth
Officials (PEBOs) were instructed to
conduct thorough verifications,
promptly address any discrepancies
highlighted by the public/Voters, if
any in panchayats. He also empha-
sized the need for a collaborative
approach to ensure that no eligible
voter is left out. Idrees Lone under-
lined the importance of voter aware-
ness initiatives, encouraging eligible
citizens to actively participate in the
electoral process and ensuring they
are well-informed about the claims
and objections mechanism.

The meeting witnessed the partici-
pation of AEROs/BDOs and PEBOs
from block Kishtwar, Palmar, and
Trigam, alongside election officials
and other concerned staff.

MLA Ajaz Jan reviews development projects,
public welfare initiatives in Poonch Haveli

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
POONCH:

Ajaz Ahmed Jan, Member Legislative Assembly for
the Poonch Haveli chaired a comprehensive review
meeting on Saturday in the Conference Hall of Dak
Banglow.

The meeting focused on assessing ongoing devel-
opmental projects and public welfare initiatives
spearheaded by the Department of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj, as well as the per-
formance of the Agriculture Department in address-
ing critical issues within the constituency.

During the meeting, the MLA conducted an in-
depth review of the developmental challenges related
to the Rural Development Department and agricul-
tural infrastructure, highlighting issues of public
importance.

The Assistant Commissioner Development (ACD)
presented a detailed report on block-wise activities,
including physical and financial progress under sev-
eral key initiatives such as MGNREGA, PMAY-
Grameen, District Capex, BDC Grant, CD&PYT, and
the Swachh Bharat Mission Grameen (SBM-G).

Notably, it was reported that a total of 75021 job
cards have been issued under MGNREGA, achieving
75% of the target for the financial year 2024-25.
Progress under PMAY-G was also commendable,
with completion rates of 90% in Block Loran, 89% in
Mandi, 89% in NSSB, 91% in Poonch, and 84% in
Sathra Block.

In his address, the MLA urged the Block
Development Officers (BDOs) to work diligently
towards the welfare of the community and tasked the
ACD with overseeing the initiatives. He emphasized
the need for qualitative enhancements in the pace of
various developmental and infrastructural projects
and called for improved coordination among depart-
ments to ensure timely completion of these works.

The Chief Agriculture Officer provided insights into
new initiatives aimed at enhancing farmers' income,
innovative agricultural extension approaches, and
the promotion of integrated farming and livelihood
systems for sustainability.

The MLA raised several key issues during the
meeting, including: Panchayat-wise work done in the
Agriculture sector, Road access to Panchayat Ghar
Loran, Construction of bunkers along the Line of
Control, Pending MGNREGA wages and other infra-
structural works

He stressed the importance of prioritizing public
welfare and ensuring that benefits from various ben-
eficiary-oriented schemes reach eligible individuals.

Ajaz Ahmed Jan reaffirmed his commitment to
inclusive growth and sustainable development for
the residents of Haveli Poonch, underlining the
necessity for transparency and accountability in all
schemes and projects.

The meeting was attended by the ACD Poonch,
ACP, XEN REW, CHO, CAO, all BDOs of the Haveli
Constituency, and other concerned officers and offi-
cials.

[ndian Army Organised an
Ex-Servicemen Meet At Rajouri

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
RAJOURI:

The Indian Army organised an Ex-Servicemen Meet
at Sarsoti, District Rajouri, highlighting its commit-
ment to the welfare of veterans. The major highlights
of the event were interactions with ESMs, Sparash
registration, and a grievance counter. The event
brought together over 28 Ex-servicemen and served
as a platform to address grievances and disseminate
information about various welfare schemes. An assis-
tance booth was established to resolve queries and
provide guidance on accessing benefits like the Ex-
Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme and
Canteen Stores Department related issues.

The Indian Army expressed gratitude to the veterans
and their families for their sacrifices, emphasizing the
Indian Army's unwavering support.

The event also highlighted that such initiatives
strengthen the bond between the Indian Army and its
ex-servicemen, ensuring their welfare and honoring
their legacy. The Ex-servicemen Meet was a testa-
ment to the Indian Army's dedication to its veteran
community, demonstrating respect, gratitude, and
an enduring commitment to their well-being.
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JKBC Highlights Alarming Business Sowdown in Kashmir,
Traders Express Concern Over Declining Sales.

"Traders Decry Sluggish Sales as Kashmir's Market Faces Business Slowdown": President

JKBC - Jammu And Kashmir Business Confederation Mohammad Altaf Dar

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU

SRINAGAR:
The Jammu and Kashmir
Business Confederation (JKBC)

President Mohammad Altaf Dar
(Rajbagh) has raised alarm over the
ongoing business slowdown in
Kashmir, with traders reporting a
significant decline in sales across
various sectors. The slowdown has
left local businesses struggling to
maintain operations and meet finan-
cial obligations.

JKBC emphasized the urgent need
for government intervention to stim-
ulate economic activity, including

policy reforms, subsidies, and incen-

tives for small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs). The confederation
also appealed to consumers to sup-
port local businesses during these
challenging times.

"This slowdown has severely
impacted our livelihoods. Immediate
action is required to prevent further
damage to the market and econo-
my," said a President Mohammad
Altaf Dar for JKBC.

The JKBC urged the administra-
tion to collaborate with stakeholders
and formulate a comprehensive
strategy to address the crisis and
ensure long-term economic stability
in the region.

High-Level Delegation of JKFTA Submits
Memorandum to Mmlster for School Educatlon

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
RAMBAN:

A delegation of the Jammu and
Kashmir Federation of Teachers
Association (JKFTA) in presence of
Chairperson DDC Ramban Dr.
Shamshad Shan, and MLA Banihal
Sajad Shaheen, submitted a memo-
randum to the Minister for Health &
Medical Education, School
Education, Higher Education and
Social Welfare Department, Sakeena
Masood Itoo, at the Civil Secretariat,
Jammu. comprising Chairperson

The memorandum submitted by
Gulzubair Daing, President JKFTA,
highlighted pressing issues affecting
teacher welfare and educational
development in Jammu and
Kashmir. Key demands included
implementing a gender-sensitive
transfer policy for Rehbar-e-Taleem
(ReT) teachers, filling vacant Zonal
Education Officer (ZEO) positions,
rationalizing staff based on the
pupil-teacher ratio (PTR), and
exempting teachers from non-teach-
ing assignments.

The delegation also emphasized
the need for time-bound promotions,
regularization of in-charge lecturers,
implementation of the Assured
Career Progression (ACP) scheme,
and creating master posts in upper
primary and middle schools to

enhance teaching quality.

The delegation thanked the
Minister for the recent adjustment of
newly promoted Masters and urged
further action to address the remain-
ing challenges faced by educators.

Prominent members of JKFTA
included Mr. Saleem Choudary, Mr.
Sarjeet Singh Katoch (District
President Ramban), Mr. Ikram ul
Haq, Mr. Nayeem Rathore, Mr. Mohd
Javeed, Mr. Jamal Din, Mr. Jagdish
Chander, Mr. Farooq Choudary, and
Mr. Amit Sharma. Female represen-
tatives such as Miss Indu Sharma,
Ms. Sunayna Bhagat, Ms. Mamta

Rani, Ms. Renu Bandral, Ms.
Poonam Chib, and Ms. Neelam
Rakhwal were also part of the dele-
gation.

The Minister assured the del-
egation of her commitment to
addressing these issues and compre-
hensive action.

JKFTA extended its gratitude to
the Minister for her proactive
approach. The Federation also
thanked Chairperson DDC
Ramban, and MLA Banihal, for
their significant contributions and
consistent support for advancing
educational standards in the region.

Massive Railway link to different
parts of JK UT: YV SHARMA

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

While extending New Year
Greetings to all the people
of J&K, YV Sharma
spokesperson of BJP
Congratulated the people
for the massive Railway
Link being envisaged by
the Central Govt. In this
connection, Said Sharma,
Jammu Railway Division
will be inaugurated virtual-
ly by the Hon’ble PM
Narendra Modi on Jan 6.
The location of the
Jammu Railway division

office at Jammu will not
only provide a number of
employments but will also
extend the Railway infra-

structure to Almost all the
parts of JK UT uncovered
so for. It will connect differ-
ent parts of the country to
almost every part of JK UT.
THE formation of this divi-
sion will give great impetus
to the 223 km long Railway
connection to long long-
awaited Jammu, Akhnoor,
Poonch Railway line which
will be a great boon for the
residents of this area. This
Railway link will come as a
great opportunity for the
Trade and Industry of the
Jammu region. Sharma
was hopeful that this area

will very soon develop as a
great hub for trade and
Industry resulting in great
development and prosperi-
ty in the region. He was
sure that this would give a
great boost to the tourism
sector in this region.

Sharma expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to PM
Narendra Modi for the for-
mation of Jammu Railway
Division which besides
linking Railway link to
Akhnoor and Poonch will
also extend to many parts
in the Kashmir Valley and
Leh.

Monthly NCORD meeting
held at Kulgam

Instructions passed for implementation

of Comprehensive Awareness prog

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
KULGAM:

A meeting of the District Level Committee under the
Narco Coordination Centre (NCORD) was today held
at Kulgam to discuss various measures aimed at
curbing drug abuse and narcotic trade in the district.

The meeting convened by Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam, Athar Aamir Khan reviewed the implemen-
tation of decisions and directives passed in previous
sessions. A thorough discussion was held on several
issues related to drug addiction, areas of concern,
hotspots of drug use, and the actions taken by the
concerned departments to combat the menace of
drugs. The meeting also focused on the efforts of
enforcement agencies in addressing drug abuse and
narcotic trafficking within the district.

It was reported that 59 Panchayats in the district
have been declared drug-free till date.

It was also shared that during the current month,
08 drug peddlers were arrested, and O7FIRs were
registered. The Chair instructed the concerned offi-
cials to convene regular meetings of Tehsil and Gram
Panchayat level committees. The Assistant Drug
Controller reported that they have conducted 104
inspections, suspending 02 licenses in this month
and 19 samples were also lifted and sent for analysis
to ascertain the quality parameters in the current
month. It was also shared that the district achieved
a 100% target in the installation of CCTV cameras,
and efforts are underway to achieve a 100% target in
CBS. The meeting was attended by ADC ACR, CMO,
DSP- hq, Tehsildars and other NCORD Committee
members.

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

The establishment of All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in Vijaypur, Jammu, is a remark-
able step by the Modi government and a significant
milestone in the development of healthcare infra-
structure in Jammu and Kashmir.

Rajni Sethi, spokesperson, Jammu and Kashmir
BJP, said this, while noting that Jammu and
Kashmir is the only region in India to receive two
AIIMS institutions, reflecting the government's com-
mitment to improving the healthcare system in this
Union Territory. Healthcare is a fundamental pillar of
a thriving society, and the addition of AIIMS Vijaypur
is a transformative development. AIIMS institutions
are renowned for their state-of-the-art facilities,
advanced medical technologies, and exceptional
medical professionals. The inclusion of 750 addition-
al beds and an expanded OPD facility with the capac-
ity to serve 2,500 patients per day is a game-chang-
er for the region. This will cater not only to the
healthcare needs of the local population but also
position AIIMS Vijaypur as a referral hub for North
India. The people of Jammu and Kashmir will now
have access to world-class healthcare facilities with-
out needing to travel to metropolitan cities. From
specialized treatments to emergency care, AIIMS
Vijaypur is set to offer comprehensive medical serv-
ices under one roof. The advanced medical infra-
structure and availability of expert healthcare profes-
sionals will significantly enhance the quality of
healthcare and reduce the dependency on other
states for critical treatments.

Moreover, the establishment of AIIMS in Vijaypur
is expected to boost medical education and research
in the region. It will provide opportunities for aspir-
ing medical students and researchers to train and
contribute to the field of healthcare. This develop-
ment aligns with the larger vision of equitable growth
and development for all regions of India. The decision
to establish AIIMS Vijaypur demonstrates the
Centre’s proactive approach towards addressing the
health challenges in Jammu and Kashmir. It is a
commendable initiative that will undoubtedly have a
profound impact on the lives of the people in the
region, ensuring better access to quality healthcare
and fostering a healthier society.
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KISHTWAR:

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rajesh
Kumar Shavan on Wednesday con-
ducted a comprehensive review of
the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
implementation in the district while
chairing a multi department meet-
ing. The Chief Executive Officer
Kishtwar Development Authority,
ACD and Executive Engineer PWD
were directed to install male and
female toilets, benches, and a kiosk
near the FCI Store in Kuleed under
the Town Beautification initiative.

Additionally, the DC discussed the
action plan for maintaining clean,
hygienic and plastic-free conditions
in townships and rural areas. He
directed the EO Municipality, NHID-
CL, GREF, and Rural Development

Department to carry out the immedi-
ate desilting of drains in the town
and surrounding areas, stressing
the need for a modular and proactive
approach while encouraging full
community cooperation in rural
areas. The ACD and Municipality
authorities were instructed to sub-
mit a list of both functional and non-
functional toilets along with a list of
Non-Functioning street lights both
in the towns and rural areas.

NHIDCL was directed to inspect
the working of streetlights from
Hasti to Malipeth and repair any
non-functional units. Furthermore,
they were instructed to construct
drains from Thathri to Sinthan Top
to prevent water stagnation on
roads, while GREF was instructed to
construct drains from Kuleed to
Sansari Nallah.

The DC also emphasized the aes-
thetic beautification of public spaces
and key crossings across the district,
such as Hidyal Chowk, Viewpoint
Malipeth and Bindraban. The meet-
ing decided to create Selfie points at
these sites. A committee headed by
ACR and comprising GREF officials
was formed to oversee removal of
encroachments obstructing drainage
from Kuleed Chowk to 5RR. To
enforce SBM guidelines, the DC set a
target of achieving 100% whitewash-
ing in the district. He also called for
imposing fine on shops, establish-
ments and dhabas that fail to white-
wash their shutters. NHIDCL and
GREF were directed to ensure uni-
form drain lengths and to repair pot-
holes after completing drain cleaning
in a time bound manner. The discus-
sion also included operation of com-
munity toilets in the town, removal
of illegal and outdated hoardings,
and overall sanitation improve-
ments. The meeting was attended by
ADC Pawan Kotwal, CEO KDA Rishi
Kumar Sharma, ACR Idrees Lone,
ACD Phulail Singh, EO
Municipality/Deputy Registrar
Cooperative Mirza Mumtaz Igbal,
BDOs, Executive Engineers of
PMGSY, PWD and representatives
from FSSAI, Health, GREF and
NHIDCL.

Ram Nath Manhas remembered on death anniversary

(VY

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

On the death anniversary of Ram
Nath Manhas, a prominent leader of
Praja Parishad, Jana Sangh and
BJP, rich tributes were paid to him
in a programme held at village Indri
(Sujwal) in Jourian tehsil of Akhnoor
assembly constituency.

It was organized by Sarpanch
Bhupinder Singh, grandson of Ram
Nath Manhas.

Sat Sharma (CA), Jammu and
Kashmir BJP president, Dr. Nirmal

Slngh former deputy chlef minister,

Mahant Rameshwar Dass, led hun-
dreds of people to pay tributes to
Manhas.

Sat Sharma, while speaking on the
occasion, said that Ram Nath
Manhas was one of the tallest and
most respected leader of his times,
who had the distinction of having
worked in different agitations of
Praja Parishad, Jana Sangh and
BJP. As elected MLA, he was always
at the beck and call of the people and
was indeed the torch bearer of
nationalist ideology. People still

Sat Sharma, Dr, Nirmal Slngh Mahant Rameshwar Dass pay tributes

remember his role in historic ek vid-
han, ek nishan, ek pradhan agita-
tion. He devoted his entire life for the
cause of the nation in Jammu and
Kashmir and had developed the faith
of the people as son of the soil, who
worked to strengthen nationalist
forces.

"Ram Nath Manhas struggled hard
to connect Indri village to main
mainland and a bridge is being con-
structed to connect it with Pargwal",
Sat said, adding that his dream is
going to come true and the people
will get proper road connectivity
soon.

Dr. Nirmal Singh, while paying
tributes, described Ram Nath
Manhas as a mass leader, who left
marks in the political and social
fields of Jammu and Kashmir and
would continue to inspire the young
generations to devote life for the
nation and the party. He informed
that it was during the coalition gov-
ernment in J&K that he, being
deputy chief minister, got approval
for rupees 206 crore for construction
of Indri-Pargwal bridge.

The bridge will connect Pargwal
island with mainland, which will
provide big relief to the people of the
area.

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
POONCH:

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Poonch Tahir Mustafa Malik today
chaired a meeting of Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP)
Committee here in the Conference
Hall of the DC Office in Poonch to
review relief claims under the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDREF).

The meeting was attended by sen-
ior officers from the Revenue

Department and other members of
the Committee. The meeting focused
on the verification of relief cases
under the State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF) in accordance with the
established Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP).

The Committee conducted a thor-
ough review of 78 cases related to
relief and rehabilitation. Each case
was meticulously discussed and
scrutinized, leading to informed rec-
ommendations aimed at enhancing

the effectiveness of the relief process.
The Additional Deputy
Commissioner underscored the criti-
cal importance of adhering to SDRF
guidelines.

stressing that it is essential to
ensure that genuine beneficiaries
receive the necessary support in a
timely manner.

He called for a collaborative
approach among all stakeholders to
facilitate smoother operations and
faster assistance for those in need.

Shiv Mandir Welfare Committee
felicitates Arvind Gupta

Arvind vows to work tirelessly for
upllftment of aII sectlons of society

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

The Shiv Mandir Welfare Committee today felicitat-
ed Arvind Gupta, senior BJP leader and MLA Jammu
West, in recognition of his exemplary contribution to
the development and welfare of the constituency.

The event was graced by prominent members of
the committee, including Rakesh Bakshi (President),
Yuvraj Chib (Vice President), Sanjeev Gupta
(Secretary), Sanjay Gupta (Protocol Member), and
Vinay Gupta (Cultural Member). Mandal President
Atul Bakshi, along with Bubnesh Gupta and Pardeep
Sharma, also accompanied the MLA during the occa-
sion.

In his address, Rakesh Bakshi lauded Arvind
Gupta’s steadfast commitment to the betterment of
the community, emphasizing his dedication to foster-
ing development in Jammu West. “His leadership has
transformed this constituency into a model of
progress, and we are proud to honor him today,” he
said.

Arvind Gupta, expressing his gratitude, reiterated
his resolve to work tirelessly for the upliftment of all
sections of society. “The faith and support of the com-
munity inspire me to continue striving for inclusive
development and ensuring the benefits of govern-
ment initiatives reach every household,” he stated.
The gathering also discussed key issues concerning
the constituency and explored avenues for collabora-
tion to address these challenges.

Arvind Gupta assured the committee members of
his continued efforts to strengthen civic infrastruc-
ture and enhance the quality of life in the region.

Javed Dar conducts 2 day tour
of Rafiabad constituency

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
BARAMULLA:

Minister for Agriculture Production, Rural
Development, and Panchayati Raj, Javed Ahmad
Dar, began a comprehensive two day tour of
Rafiabad constituency in Baramulla district, aimed
at strengthening public outreach, reviewing develop-
mental works and addressing aspirations of the local
population.

During his visit, the Minister interacted with sev-
eral delegations comprising farmers, youth and com-
munity representatives, who highlighted pressing
issues such as road connectivity, irrigation, rural
infrastructure and healthcare services.

The Minister assured the delegations of govern-
ment’s commitment towards resolving their con-
cerns in a time bound manner, emphasising inclu-
sive and sustainable development.

The Minister inspected ongoing developmental
projects including road construction, irrigation
canals and housing schemes.

He reviewed progress on these works and directed
the officials to ensure their timely completion with
adherence to quality standards.
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NC running visionless, directionless
government: Sunil Sethi

THE KASHMIR TALK BUREAU
JAMMU:

National Conference party is running
a government that is visionless and
directionless government, said Sunil
Sethi, Chief Spokesperson, J&K BJP
during a press conference at BJP
Headquarters, Jammu.

Adv. Sunil Sethi, was accompa-
nied by Spokespersons Dr Tahir
Chowdhary, & Balbir Ram Rattan
and Media Incharge Dr Pardeep
Mahotra.

During the recent Assembly elec-
tions, the BJP got a major vote share
in Jammu as well as in the Kashmir
region. Even if the party is not in
government, the BJP stands stead-
fast on all the promises it made with
the voters in its election manifesto as
those promises are the commitments
of the party with the people of J&K

made after thorough discussions
with all financial considerations,
said Sethi. On the other hand, NC is
heading a visionless, directionless
government in J&K. He said that the
party has failed miserably on all the
fronts of public importance. It failed
in delivering to its poll promises
mentioned in its manifesto. In the
past 2 months, the NC government
has not paid any heed towards the
public issues, be it water, electricity,
jobs, tourism, or projects to be
undertaken in Jammu & Kashmir. It
lacks commitment and will to do
work. Instead of working for the wel-
fare of the people, NC is making lame
excuses and jeopardizing the securi-
ty and development progress in J&K.

NC has developed a leadership cri-
sis in these times and may break
down in the coming time. The CM
has lost the faith of its senior leaders

as it miserably fails in its promises
which were made without any
roadmap to fulfil them. Promises
without financial planning are
doomed to fail like in Delhi and
Punjab.

They tried to give a political angle
to certain public issues like that of
ropeway, and the role of Dy CM is
questionable in these matters.

In 2025, the BJP will emerge as an
even stronger force and popular
among the people as it stands with
them in all even-odds. The BJP will
be victorious in all the upcoming
polls like ULB, and Panchayat. BJP
is taking many new steps for the
development in Jammu & Kashmir
like to ensure more tourists in the
region with the increasing work on
the roads and railways network. A
Train develops many villages, towns,
and cities in its course. The Katra-
Delhi Road will help to improve the
transport of people as well as the
goods. Regarding youth, the BJP is
also working with the Union govern-
ment on increasing jobs in the region
and making efforts for more recruit-
ment drives. BJP has worked for the
socio-economic welfare of women
through a multi